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a 1996 Horatio Alger Award winner.

From an immigrant family of
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- and London, England.
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- commitment, and a dedication to

- old-fashioned values, Mr. Klein excelled
~ in his pursuit of education, economics,
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- achievements have earned him the
respect and friendship of powerful
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publisher and editors of the Corpus
Christi Caller-Times to write a periodic
column for the newspaper's Op-Ed
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- He brought to the task a reflective mind,
. honed in a number of disciplines, and
informed by associations in the highest
reaches of business and politics. His
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* rich background — from investment
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* | capitalist, to a political activist and

: university adjunct professor.

- Observatlons of Ouf Wbrld

'-In a Tlme of Changef Meivyn N. Klem



Our Time

Embracing the 21st Century
And a New Millennium

Observations of Our World
In a Time of Change

by
Melvyn N. Klein

This final edition comprises the complete 25 years
of Mr. Klein’s columns.



Our Time: Embracing the 21* Century and a New Millennium

il



Some Comments from Readers
regarding the newspaper columns
written by Melvyn N. Klein in the
Corpus Christi Caller-Times
newspaper from 1980 to 2005

Mel Klein writes with sensitivity and understanding of the issues and
foibles of our time. His humanity and common sense make his insights a
‘must’ read.
Dan W. Lufkin — Co-Founder,
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette

These essays exhibit extraordinary breadth and depth: breadth in the wide
range of interests and issues which engage Mel Klein; and depth in the
insights and hidden truths he finds in people and events, great and little
known.

Robert G. McKelvey — Executive Committee

Association of Rhodes Scholars

Your sensitive, strong, compelling leadership echoes throughout your
superb writing.
Ben Love — Texas banking and business legend

You write extraordinarily well and your perspective is very thoughtful.
Jay A. Pritzker, Esq.

I am glad that you speak out on issues and value your views and your
writing.

Henry Kravis — Founder

Kohlberg, Kravis & Roberts
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I enjoy all of your articles...You are gifted as a writer and more
important...you are a great American.

George L. Argyros — Chairman

Horatio Alger Association of Distinguished Americans, Inc.

...beautiful and insightful writing...
Red McCombs — Owner
Minnesota Vikings

Mel Klein’s columns are a delight to read as they are thoughful, insightful,
and bring a fresh perspective to the topic. I always look forward in
anticipation to the next.

Robert Furgason

President, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Your articles make my day.
W. A. (Tex) Moncrief, Jr.

You are able to crystallize thoughts that very few others are able to do.
Arthur Levitt, Jr. — Chairman
Securities & Exchange Commission

...unusually thoughtful...
Newton Minow — Former Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

I heartily endorse your brilliant, articulate sentiments.
John L. Loeb, Jr. — Former Ambassador to Denmark

Mel Klein is my most outstanding student in a lifetime of teaching Political
Science. He thinks as a man of action and acts as a man of thought, and
this unique combination is brilliantly reflected in his writings.

Dr. John G. Stoessinger — Cox Distinguished Professor of

International Affairs, Trinity University

Formerly of Columbia University, International Fellows Program
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It’s fully appropriate that Mel Klein’s timely comments in the Corpus
Christi Caller-Times are codified in book form and made available for
review beyond the Gulf Coast....definitely worth adding to one’s collection
of reflections on the closing decades of the century.

Sidney J. Sheinberg — Former President, MCA, Inc.

Original mentor of Steven Spielberg

Mel Klein’s columns, read together in a sitting, show a remarkable
breadth and freshness - how impressive to find a columnist whose ‘spin’ is
not predictable!

Eleanor Butt Crook

Your article is very well written and honestly reflects the events that we
shared in common.

Hubert H. Humphrey IIT - Former Attorney General

The State of Minnesota

...a fine job in bringing the public’s attention to important issues.
Richard N. Conolly

...super writing.
Harvey Terrell - Former Chairman
The First National Bank of Birmingham;
Member, Southern Tennis Hall of Fame

1 fully agree with your views. You have expressed them well.
Oded Aboodi — Former Time-Warner Key Advisor
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I've read and enjoyed every one of your editorials - but you’ll be hard to

outdo the last one. I can sense a lot of insight into the character of the

author (re: “Spring is a good time to examine the priorities in your life.”)
Dr. Charles S. Clark, Sr.

...fine writings.
Ted Collins, Jr.— Midland, Texas

I always look forward to reading your articles.
Berdon Lawrence — Houston, Texas

Your column caused me to pause for a moment of introspection. Thanks
for helping me reconsider how I am spending my time.

John T. Casey — Former President

American Medical International

I always read your Feedback columns and find them not only interesting
but beautifully written.
Dorothy Kucera

...good articles - enjoy reading them... well done.
Charles Butt — San Antonio, Texas

Your insightful column said it all wonderfully.
Neil R. Grabois — Former President
Colgate University

Gee, if I'd have known you were a writer, too, I would have been more
careful in your company.
John Updike, author

Your article is wonderful - an extraordinary contribution of journalism.
Reverend Robert Schuller
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Your writing, leadership, and insights are valuable to us all.
Dan Bayley — Managing Director, Head of Investment Banking
Merrill Lynch

Your articles are most inspiring.
Dr. Burton E. Grossman — San Antonio, Texas

Thank you for expressing it so well.

I share your values - faith, family, and friends, that is what life is all about.
Bill Greehey — Chairman, CEO
Valero Energy Corporation

...wonderful articles.
James D. Woods — Former Chairman & CEO
Baker-Hughes

...enjoy your newspaper columns.
Marc Shapiro — Vice Chairman
Chase Manhattan Corporation

...very well written.
Jeff Sandefer — Austin, Texas

...superb.
Former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
(regarding Mr. Klein’s introduction of her)

...values, such as loyalty, honesty, and telling the truth, never change, and
affect all areas of our life both professional and personal.

Jack H. Brown — Chairman, CEO

Stater Bros. Markets
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As always, I enjoy reading your editorials.
Thomas S. Haggai — Chairman & CEO of IGA

As usual the piece was thoughtful and a pleasure to read.
Anne M. McSweeney
Special Advisor to the President of Columbia University

I thoroughly enjoyed reading your article about Jay (Pritzker).
Penny Pritzker

To My Good Friend, Mel Klein, whose insights and writings have helped
me in my perspectives on life. I am excited to see Mel publishing this book
because it focuses on what is truly valuable and important in life.

All of Mel’s insights come from his core values, and it is these perspectives
that make his writings so relevant in today’s world.

Peter M. Holt — Chairman

Holt Companies and The San Antonio Spurs

For all of Mels achievements as a corporate leader, entrepreneur, and
visionary, his true focus has remained his love and devotion to friends, family
and community. His writings reflect that. They are from his heart, not just his

mind.
Harris A. Kaffie

Dad, we read a copy of your column today; it was good.
Jacqueline and Jenna Klein
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Dedication

I dedicate this book to the three generations that helped shape “My Time.”

To my mother and father, Bertha and Harry Klein, for instilling in me
the strong roots of ethics and values — like hard work, honesty, loyalty, and
service. The cornerstone of my achievements and legacy I credit to their
character, sacrifice, and nurturing.

To my sister Elaine and her immediate family - Lane, Jeff, Alisa, and Cary,
and my brother Marty for their steadfast confidence and encouragement.

To my wife, Annette, who stood by me during those growthful years when
I reached for the stars.

And to my children, Jenna and Jacqueline, who carry forth into destiny
the seed of my hopes and dreams for a new millennium.
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Foreword

Edward H. Harte - Former Publisher,
Corpus Christi Caller-Times

It is a fortunate occurrence that the columns which Mel Klein contributed
for 25 years to the Corpus Christi Caller-Times are being saved in this
permanent form. Like all daily journalism, they deal with events of the
moment. But they deserve preservation for their broader dimension beyond
the transitory concerns of the past.

Mel was one of several South Texans who were invited to write a periodic
column for the paper’s Op-Ed department, “Feedback.” Of that stable of writers,
which included notables in the area like Anne Armstrong and John Cypher, the
biographer of Robert J. Kleberg, Jr., none wrote for as many years as Mel.

Mel brought to the task a reflective mind, honed in a number of disciplines,
and informed by associations in the highest reaches of business and politics.
His comments on events profited from that rich background — from investment
banker, entrepreneur, and venture capitalist, to a political activist and university
adjunct professor.

Several themes recur in these columns. Mel often sees events as reflections
of individual courage or enterprise, and propounds his view that individuals
can and do make a difference. He finds lessons in the past, but his preoccupation
is with the future, the accelerating pace of change and the challenges it presents.

He is deeply interested in the young and often writes about them in a
sympathetic vein. He is a zealous, if unself-conscious, patriot and he uses his
column to promote basic values which he thinks can assure the continuation
of American leadership.

Mel took the writing of these columns seriously. He had no staff to do
research and often had to dig out and verify “facts’ himself. Like most newspaper
columnists, he confessed to moments of writer’s block. And like most newspaper
columnists, he wanted his essays to be read and discussed.

They were read and discussed, for reasons that will be clear as you read
on.
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Special Comment

Former President
George H. W. Bush:

I have read a number of your columns and have enjoyed your insights
and commentary on people and issues of importance during the past twenty
years. Your article on our great M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and your
reference to it in another column are consistent with the dedication to the
Anderson that we share. It is the world’s leader in cancer treatment and
research and is in the forefront of finding a cure for cancer. Ilook forward to
continuing to work with you to advance this great hospital. I also look
forward to having a copy of your book in the George H. W. Bush Presidential
Library.
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Introduction

Beginning in 1980, I was honored by being invited to write a regular
guest editorial column for the Corpus Christi Caller-Times from then until
now. I was given the freedom to select topics and express my own points of
view.

Such an enlightened editorial policy is one of the many reasons that the
Corpus Christi Caller-Times is such a respected newspaper. The Corpus
Christi Caller-Times received extensive recognition as best daily newspaper
in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana in its category for
eight of the last eleven years; it was runner-up the other three. The Press Club
of Dallas sponsored the selection which was judged by the University of
Missouri-Columbia journalism department.

My residence was in Corpus Christi Texas, throughout these years; my
wife and I brought up and educated our two daughters until they left for
college at Princeton and Stanford respectively. My business was based
elsewhere throughout those years - New Orleans, Chicago, New York, Los
Angeles, and other places. Accordingly, these are the writings of someone
born in Chicago, reared in Indiana, schooled in upper state New York, New
York City, Washington, D.C., and London, England, who wrote about the
people and events of the time from a perspective not singularly rooted in any
one place or region of the United States.

I endeavored to take my journalism responsibilities to heart and sought
to bring to the reading public’s attention those issues and newsmakers that
impacted not only South Texas, but our country and our world. The subjects
were selected for their relevance and importance to living during the last two
decades of the twentieth century and the second millennium.

Many people encouraged and requested this compilation of columns
and essays including those whose comments are quoted on the inside covers.
Many of the columns received extensive feedback as having continuing
significance. Some, frankly, have been shown by future developments to
have lesser significance, such as “U.S. Produces the Best and Brightest, Like
Ross Perot” (published September 27, 1986) and “Texas Should Keep an Eye
on New Jersey’s Governor’s Race” (published August 19, 1989). All columns
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are reprinted here so that the reader has access to the totality of thought - on
the mark or off.

Some columns were exceptionally prophetic and offered accurate insight
into future happenings of consequence. One of the best examples of that was
the column “Policymakers Need to Stand Back, and Take the Long View”
(published October 29, 1988), which was jointly authored by my friend and
business partner Tom Pritzker and myself. It was subsequently substantially
re-printed in the Chicago Tribune. It was one of the very earliest publicly-
articulated commentaries to predict and anticipate the primacy of economic
competition rather than military confrontation among Cold War adversaries.
Its significance was recognized by the Honorable Stuart E. Eizenstat, who
wrote as follows:

There is an enormous amount of accumulated wisdom in this
compilation of Mel Klein’s newspaper columns. One especially
prescient one in 1988 forecast the end of Communism in the Soviet
Union. His were among the first writings which foretold the dramatic
shifts from military priorities to economic relationships which would
occur from this cataclysmic event in our relations with Russia, as
well as ways our relationships with Europe, Japan, India, and
Pakistan would be affected.

These columns reflect the personal perspective of someone rooted in
South Texas who traveled extensively and was directly involved in some of
the events shaping this time. Many of the first drafts of these columns were
written in an airplane. This book reflects one man’s journey through these
years as a businessman, attorney, father, husband, and teacher. It focuses
upon issues - personal and public - and upon people that made a difference
in shaping what was happening during our time.

The following essays provide a personal view of the major issues of our
time from a unique perspective. This compilation is being published to
allow contemporary consideration of the subjects covered and to provide a
resource for future generations to better understand our time.
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Biography and Horatio Alger Award

Mpr. Melvyn N. Klein was honored as a Horatio Alger Award winner in 1996.

The following biography was originally published in the 1996 edition of
Only in America by the Horatio Alger Association of Alexandria, Virginia
and is reprinted here with their permission.

Melvyn N. Klein
President and Chief Executive Officer
JAKK Holding Corporation

"Think about our values and priorities and
compare them to the actual ways we spend our time -
remember what is most important - those whom we
love, the wonder of nature and learning, and the greater
purpose of our lives."

"Endless opportunities and a sense of unfulfilled
destiny drive me," says Mel Klein, who knew at an
early age that a career in just one field would not be
enough to quench his thirst for doing as much as
possible in one lifetime.

Klein is well known on Wall Street and in international financial circles. As
president and chief executive officer of JAKK Holding Corporation, Klein co-
founded and manages GKH Partners, L.P., with more than $500 million of equity
capital, and is a founder and principal of $300 million Questor Partners, L.P. He
is an attorney, an entrepreneur, a newspaper columnist, and the executive in
residence and adjunct professor of business at Texas A&M University. In
short, he has done what he set out to do. He is working simultaneously at the
highest levels in areas that interest him - law, public service, business,
entertainment, and education. A committed American, Klein freely gives his
time, energy, and money to further the American dream for many, simply because
he believes it is his responsibility. According to Klein, "Success is being able
to give back to your country and community."

Klein is quick to credit his parents for his motivation and drive. "My
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father was a private hero for me. He was an ordinary person with extraordinary
character who believed in the classical virtues." Growing up in the late 1940s
and 1950s in Gary, Indiana, Klein was reared in a warm, nurturing environment.
"My parents were hard-working people, dedicated to their family."

An electrician for U.S. Steel, Klein's father was often subject to strikes.
"He sometimes worked shortened weeks," says Klein. "One summer my mother
ran a tourist home because my father was out of work." During those times,
Klein's father did whatever he could, even repairing lamps, to provide for his
family. "I knew things were tough for my parents, so I learned to be
economically self-sufficient at an early age." Klein had a paper route at age
nine, which he worked seven days a week until he was 13. He then worked
in the paper's circulation department, a job he held until his high school
graduation.

Raised on the Horatio Alger stories, Klein was fascinated with the idea
that hard work and determination could lead to the fulfillment of one's dreams.
"I knew my family didn't have the financial advantages that would make it
easy for me to achieve my goals, so I relied on myself to make it happen.
Becoming self-reliant in childhood provides a quiet confidence and strength
that grows and continues throughout your life."

Klein was a dedicated student and continues to be one to this day. "Those
who think they have completed their education without building on it will
not have full and complete lives," he says. Active in high school, Klein
participated in debate, track, the school newspaper and student council. He
graduated second in his class. He entered Colgate University in 1959 and
worked his way through school as a messenger, waiter, salesman, and
dishwasher. Klein also received financial assistance as a General Motors
National Scholar.

Klein distinguished himself early at Colgate and was named chairman
of the Freshman Honor Court. But tragedy struck during his freshman year.
Klein was the only survivor of an automobile accident caused by a drunk
driver. His debate partner and another close friend did not survive. "I had to
ask myself, 'Why was I spared and they were not?' It made a deep impact on
me and motivated me even more to make a positive impact with my life."

An able debater, Klein led his team to the New York state championship.
As a member of Colgate's first economics study group, Klein studied at the
London School of Economics and Political Science. He graduated from
Colgate with highest honors in economics in 1963. In addition, he was
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named Outstanding Student in American Studies after he wrote his prize-winning
paper, "On Our National Purpose,” which led to his pursuit of a degree in law.
Klein attended Columbia Law School and worked in the American International
Group's General Counsel's office. Another honor came his way when he was
named an International Fellow of Columbia University. "That allowed me to
take courses in international affairs while I was in law school. Itried to pack 25
hours of living in every 24-hour day," he says. Klein also received the Edward
John Noble Leadership Award, which provided a stipend toward the cost of
law school.

Klein went to Washington, D.C. for a summer job with the law firm of
Corcoran, Foley, Youngman and Rowe. "On my first day, Tommy Corcoran
took me to the White House, which led to my being appointed to the National
Executive Committee for Young Citizens for Johnson and Humphrey."

With his law degree in hand, Klein went to work as Congressman Yates'
legislative assistant. In 1968, Vice President Humphrey asked Klein to help
with his presidential bid. Later, Humphrey introduced Klein to the investment
firm of Donaldson, Lufkin and Jenrette (DLJ). "I joined the firm in 1969 and
helped build its investment banking business both domestically and
internationally." Klein originated the idea of creating capital pools for principal
investing. He first proposed the structure that was implemented and was
instrumental in creating what became the Sprout Group. "Sprout I was one of
the earliest direct equity investment funds for institutional investors and was
a predecessor of the leveraged buyout funds," comments Dan Lufkin, one of
DLJ's founders and a continuing partner of Klein. Klein's vision was among
the earliest to transform an important part of the structure of America's free
enterprise system. Klein became a senior vice president of the firm and served
as director of DLJ Capital Corporation.

Klein was a debater in high school and went
on to win debate championships in college.
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In 1976, Klein married Annette Grossman and agreed to move to her
hometown of Corpus Christi, Texas. "We wanted to bring up our children,
Jacqueline and Jenna, amidst the surroundings and values that were consistent
with the way we were raised," says Klein. "Our business interests are in
New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, and other places, including internationally,
but I make sure I'm not away from home for extended periods. I believe that
parental dedication, as well as commitment to friends and fellow citizens,
will sustain the values that keep us strong as individuals and as a country.

Since the mid-1970s, Klein has been involved in a number of
entrepreneurial, investment, and management activities. He co-founded
several energy companies that were built and sold successfully. He was
chief executive officer of two listed public companies that were successfully
built and merged - Altamil Corp. and Eskey, Inc. He co-founded two
independent entertainment companies that produced or distributed feature
films including Sophie's Choice, The Fugitive, Shadowlands, and Circle of
Friends. He has served on the boards of directors and executive committees of
a number of companies, including Anixter International, Levitz Furniture
Corporation, Playboy Enterprises, Inc., American Medical International, Inc.,
Cockrell Oil and Gas, L.P., and Santa Fe Energy Resources, Inc.

In 1988, Klein organized a $550 million equity investment partnership,
GKH Partners, L.P. "We are distinctive with the extent to which we become
knowledgeable and involved with the companies in which we invest," says
Klein. He has served as its managing general partner since its inception.

GKH became a part of several of history's biggest takeover battles in the
1980s, including the $25 billion fight for RJR Nabisco. Klein was one of
those who led the partnership's successful leveraged buyout of American
Medical International, Inc., for $3.5 billion. It was the last major leveraged
buyout of the era. The company was sold in March 1995 with nearly $2
billion of equity value created in six years. Klein serves on the board of each
GKH investment.

To say Klein is busy with a range of activities is clearly an understatement.
"My motivation to contribute has come from a combination of values learned
from my parents, certain teachers in my life, and the accident I was in during
college. These experiences reinforced my desire to make the most out of my
life."

Apart from business and public service, Klein has served as a regular
guest editorial writer for the Corpus Christi Caller-Times since 1980. He
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writes on a variety of subjects including the character of true heroes and the
distinction between genuine heroes and celebrities. He also writes about
public policy issues, personal growth, the free enterprise system, and classic
values.

After giving a commencement speech last year at Texas A&M in Corpus
Christi, Klein was invited by the university's president to be the university's
first executive in residence. In that role, he has addressed different subjects
- environmental issues, organizational behavior, and trends that will impact
his students in the coming century. Currently, he is teaching a weekly seminar
on entrepreneurship. "I'm glad to give something back to these young people.
I owe a lot to certain teachers who influenced and enhanced my life."

His Horatio Alger Award has special meaning for Klein. "My father
was an admirer of the Horatio Alger stories. When he was terminally ill
with cancer in 1988, I had an opportunity to attend the Horatio Alger Awards
ceremony. When I returned, I shared the program book with my father. We
discussed the evening in great detail. He was emotionally and deeply affected
by the accomplishments of the Awardees and the work of the Association in
terms of encouraging and helping young people proceed with their lives. He
viewed the Horatio Alger Award as the highest recognition of an earned life
of consequence. I agree with my father's high opinion. I am deeply honored
to be part of a group of people I have admired all my life."

Klein gives time and resources to a wide range of activities, including the
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center at the University of Texas, the Art Museum of
South Texas, and a long list of charitable organizations. He was a member of

Klein was a member of the Appointed by President Reagan to the
national campaign staff when Grace Commission, Klein greets the
Hubert Humphrey ran for President during a White House
President. reception.
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the Young Presidents' Organization and is a current member of the World
Presidents' Organization. He addresses many leadership classes in Texas and
elsewhere. When it comes to mentoring, Klein recalls his father once again.
"My father gave little advice in his life. When he did, his message was simple:
Atthe end of life, few people wish they had spent more time worrying, criticizing,
or being negative. Be positive and don't lose perspective about what really

matters."

Mel Klein’s parents, Bertha
and Harry Klein.

Mel and Annette
Klein have two
daughters, Jenna (a
sophomore at
Stanford University)
and Jacqueline (an
actress in Los
Angeles).

Texas A & M University (Corpus Christi) President
Robert Furgason joins the Klein family prior to Klein’s

commencement address.
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Tom Pritzker (left), Mel
Klein, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, and Jay
Pritzker at Planet
Hollywood opening. The
Pritzkers have been
Klein’s business partners
for more than 25 years.

Klein visits with President
George Bush, Commerce
Secretary Robert Mosbacher,
and Robert Chilton during the
American Business Conference.

“Texan Mel Klein nation’s
quiet, heavy-hitting
investor.”

Quote from Associated Press

Klein with baseball great
Nolan Ryan and Jim
Peterson, former chairman of
the National Restaurant
Association. Klein served as
master of ceremonies for a
charitable event to benefit the
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Klein attends a party with Dan
Lufkin and others from Donaldson,
Lufkin and Jenrette.
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The following biography was originally published in the 2006 edition
of Only in America by the Horatio Alger Association of Alexandria, Virginia
and is reprinted here with their permission.

Melvyn N. Klein
Melvyn N. Klein Interests

"Success is being able to give back to your country and community."”

The son of an electrician, Mel Klein was reared in a warm, nurturing
environment, although economically challenged. His parents were hard
working and dedicated to their family. During union strikes, his father did
whatever he could, including repairing lamps, to provide for his family.

At an early age, Mel Klein felt a need to be economically self-sufficient.
He had a paper route at the age of nine, which he operated seven days a
week until he was 13. He then worked in the paper’s circulation department,
a job he held until his high school graduation.

Raised on Horatio Alger stories, Klein was fascinated with the idea that
hard work and determination could lead to fulfillment of one’s dreams. He
became a dedicated student, graduated second in his class, and entered Colgate
University in 1959, where he worked his way through as a messenger, waiter
and salesman.

During his freshman year at college, Klein was the only survivor of an
automobile accident that was caused by a drunk driver. This had a deep
impact on Klein and motivated him even more to make a positive difference
with his life. He went on to lead his debate team to the New Y ork state college
championship. He also studied at the London School of Economics and Political
Science. In 1963, he graduated from Colgate with highest honors in economics.
He went on to earn a law degree from Columbia Law School. Winning the
Edward John Noble Leadership Award and being named an International
Fellow of Columbia University provided Klein with a stipend toward the cost
of law school.

After assisting Vice President Hubert Humphrey in his Presidential bid,
Klein became a senior partner of the investment firm of Donaldson, Lufkin
and Jenrette. He originated the idea of creating capital pools for principal
investing, and was the first to propose the structure that became one of the



earliest direct equity investment funds that was a predecessor of leveraged
buyout funds. Klein’s vision transformed an important part of the structure of
America’s free-enterprise system.

In 1988, Klein organized an equity investment partnership, GKH Partners,
L.P., with Jay and Tom Pritzker and Dan W. Lufkin as his partners. Klein
served as managing general partner since inception. GKH was the other final
bidder for RJR Nabisco and successfully closed the last large leveraged-
buyout of that era, American Medical International. A number of industry-
leading companies were created and built by GKH. He currently serves as
President of JAKK Holding Corp. and Founder of Melvyn N. Klein Interests.

He is very active giving back, including serving on the Board of Visitors,
the Executive Committee, and Chairing the Strategic Plans for Research
Committee of the world-renown M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. He was a
member of President Reagan’s Grace Commission and the International
Economic Advisory Committee to the U.S. Secretary of State under President
Clinton.

Always an enthusiast of the Horatio Alger stories, Klein says he is deeply
honored to be a part of a group of people he has admired all his life.
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People of South Texas

We're Lucky To Live Here

(Published December 26, 1981)

When I began to consider possible subjects for this column, several global
and cosmic ones came to mind. They included (1) an expression of confidence
that our recently-effective national economic recovery program will be
successful and will be perceived as such during next year, (2) observations
about President Reagan's first year in office, and (3) the fact that the continuing
bad news of 1981 will end in five days.

After those initial ideas, my thoughts turned to the question of what
could be written that would express feelings consistent with those of the
beautiful moments, the cherished memories, and the warmth of family and
friends during this holiday season. The subject that seemed appropriate for
today is the expression of how fortunate we are to live in this great, free
country: the problems and confusion in many places around the world provide
real perspective.

We are, indeed, even more fortunate that we live here in South Texas.

This is my fifth year as a resident of Corpus Christi. The pioneer families,
and those that followed, who built this increasingly cosmopolitan city are
owed a debt of gratitude by those who have moved here more recently. Having
lived in a number of other places in this country and overseas, I have a special
regard for the quality of life and for the standards that prevail in this
community.

We have a stable and growing economy that is led by businesses involved
in agriculture, energy, tourism, and marine transportation. The renaissance
that is taking place downtown reflects vision and good leadership; the new
buildings, planned and completed, are improving our skyline and enhancing
Corpus Christi's image. While this city is undergoing significant change, it
doesn't threaten deep-seated traditions; Buccaneer Days and Bayfest continue
to be enjoyable for all who are involved.

Anyone who has not attended a performance at the Bayfront Plaza, seen
an exhibit at the Art Museum of South Texas, or participated in numerous
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events that enrich life here is missing a wonderful experience. While differences
and controversies receive considerable attention in this multi-racial, multi-
ethnic environment, we have, nonetheless, a strong, overriding sense of
community life.

Even more important than our cultural climate and beautiful bayfront is
the character of most people who live here. An atmosphere of community
commitment and caring exists that has been reflected in the United Way
campaign and the community's response to the recent theft at the Salvation
Army. The "ostrich" impulse is rarely found as men and women - and boys
and girls - participate through a multitude of organizations, or as individuals,
in a broad range of projects and institutions that continuously expand the
horizons of community life - and seek to do more.

With its physical assets and human resources, South Texas is ready for

the challenge of the coming new year. The promise of 1982 and beyond is
truly a positive and exciting one.
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People of South Texas

Homeport Is Already Paying Off

(Published September 7, 1985)

“I think, that as life is action and passion, it is required of a man that he
should share the passion and action of his time, at peril of being judged not
to have lived.”

- Oliver Wendell Holmes

For one year, much of the action and passion of life for men and women
in our South Texas community has been related to economic development
and, specifically, to Homeport. In early September of 1984, the Corpus
Christi Chamber of Commerce organized and led a team to respond to the
late August request by the Navy to submit a bid for a Gulf Coast homeport.

The successful result is now history. The process itself, as well as the
tremendous accomplishment, had a major impact on this area. As South
Texas Homeport task force chairman Loyd Neal recently wrote, "Everyone
in the Coastal Bend came together to dream and work together towards the
realization of one goal . . . "

This task force will remain in place until Homeport receives its ships,
necessitated by the uncertain policy and political dynamics of the federal
government's budgets. Although the crucial funding legislation for Homeport
isn't scheduled to be included in the federal budget until fiscal 1988, master
plan development and environmental impact studies by the Navy are
scheduled to begin this fall.

While we may have to wait a few years for Homeport, the Corpus Christi
area has realized at least three major benefits already.

First, a new confidence has emerged and is being expressed. Anticipatory
and preparatory investment commitments have been made and many others
are expected. Homeport potential, combined with lower interest rates and
other factors, has improved residential and commercial real estate values. A
surging entrepreneurial spirit has evolved. The mind-set of innovation,
commitment, and hard work that led to Homeport is similar to that required
for successful entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurs, often working closely with
public officials, have begun to transform the shorelines and skylines.
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Secondly, many people previously uninvolved have become very
interested and committed to helping economic development activities during
this past year. To ensure a sound economic base, a community needs the
commitment of its citizenry, such as those who developed the Corpus Christi
'90 report and those who contribute in countless other smaller or larger ways.
As more people become involved, they generate ideas which can lead to job-
and tax-generating business locating in this area. Many new prospects have
recently been developed by broader knowledge of, and interest in, business
development. Many people have contributed their talent and/or money to
the effort; others have made planes or facilities available.

Thirdly, those organizations and institutions responsible for different
aspects of economic development in Corpus Christi have markedly improved
their coordination with one another. The Chamber of Commerce, the Tourist
and Convention Bureau, the Business Development Commission and the
Port Authority have implemented improved means of communication and
operating together. In addition, Corpus Christi and its neighboring
communities have developed closer working relationships in projects of
mutual interest. For example, it was a joint Corpus Christi/Kingsville
delegation that made the Saturn presentation to General Motors officials in
Detroit a few months ago.

If you haven't yet shared in, or been part of "the passion and action" that

is shaping this area as we move toward a new century, the second week of
September 1985 is not too late to participate.
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People of South Texas

Strong Cultural, Business Foundation
Needed For Progress

(Published April 26, 1986)

This is an important time for business and cultural development in Corpus
Christi, and the two are closely linked. Businesses often locate where their
people want to live, and cultural offerings are key factors in decision-making.
Recent occurrences in both of these areas are presently converging to create
an opportunity to significantly enhance this area's economic and cultural base.

The only executive director that the Business Development Commission
has ever had resigned after 18 years of able service. Coincidentally, the
BDC, the Chamber of Commerce, and city, county, and port officials have
been reviewing the structure of the BDC in order to strengthen its effectiveness
in the highly competitive world of attracting business and investment, and
creating jobs. In order to increase its budget, coordinate programs with
clear accountability for results, and broaden private support and involvement,
Corpus Christi’s BDC will soon undergo a constructive evolution.

Whatever personnel or structure changes occur, the quality of life in
Corpus Christi, especially educational and cultural, will continue to be an
important competitive edge for business development.

This community, with both public and private leadership and financial
support, continues to improve upon what is available to those of us who live
here and to those whom we seek to attract. Voters earlier this month approved
bond financing for necessary infrastructure, and also to assist the Texas State
Aquarium to come into being in this city. An endowment fund has recently
been established to build the permanent collection of the Art Museum of
South Texas. Groundbreaking for the water garden in Bayfront Arts and
Science Park is planned for late summer. The successful completion of these
projects will require continuing hard work and financial support.

Further, the Corpus Christi Museum expansion, library book purchase,
the mercado, and other worthwhile projects that did not receive voter approval
for public bond financing a few weeks ago would contribute to an educational
and cultural environment that would enhance Corpus Christi. Other means
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need to be explored to make them happen - either public or private, or a
combination of both.

A remarkable characteristic of this area is the depth of volunteer
commitment. Whether it's preparing for tomorrow's Art Jamboree, or
organizing symphony, theatrical, or ballet programs, many people do their
share in contributing to our cultural life.

Even though this is a tough time for certain sectors of our economy, we
must find a way to combine public and private resources to implement those
projects that will strengthen our cultural base and assist those who will be
responsible for business development.
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People of South Texas

Does Corpus Christi Want What
Gambling Would Bring?

(Published September 5, 1987)

What sort of community is this? What do we want it to be?

An impressive group of our fellow citizens will soon be encouraging us to
vote for legalized gambling in Texas, and, more specifically, for pari-mutual
betting on dog racing in this county. While I respect many of the messengers,
I reject the message and shall vote no on Nov. 3.

Among the noteworthy local endorsers, I am not aware of anyone who
has actual experience in controlling and operating legalized gambling activity.
I have had such experience and do not want the fact of, or the atmosphere of,
legalized gambling anywhere near here.

My experience was in another part of the country where the population
felt they had no alternative but to approve casino gambling to economically
revive their city. We were assured that organized crime and significant
spontaneous crime, could be contained. On certain levels that was true - but
not completely, and that makes all the difference. Gambling is an invitation to
crime; even proponents acknowledge the problem. While pari-mutual betting
is perceived as "cleaner" than casino gaming, a gambling business is a gambling
business!

Wherever cash flows freely in a gambling business on a large scale, you
do not have to be a law enforcement expert, nor do you need to see "The
Godfather" a second time to know that the community has taken a significant
risk - with insufficient reward.

The argument that betting on dog races is good for economic development
is hollow. While some tourists will be attracted, others will turn away. Dollars
will flow from poorer people here who can least afford it to the developers
and owners; dollars will be re-allocated within our community. Who really
believes that we shall attract substantial high-rollers here to go to the dog
races, when they can go to gambling pleasure spas that offer much more than
dogs?
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Our strength is the quality of life and the character and culture of the
people who live here. We are distinctive in our family-oriented Bayfest,
Buccaneer Week, sailing, fishing, and other sports. Our arts, theater, concert,
and other entertainment capabilities are extensive and growing. The Bayfront
Plaza/Heritage Park area will command world recognition as it continues to
evolve. The Texas State Aquarium will soon be here. Legalized gambling
in any form, much less betting on dog races, will detract from our quality of
life and our city's image. It is inconsistent with all that makes this area
special, and will not bring in the kind of tourist business that we want. San
Antonio, Orlando, San Diego, and countless other places with standards
similar to ours, and tourist businesses to nourish, have refused to permit
gambling.

Further, exposing children to daily reinforcement that gambling is an
approved activity does not build character. Parents and teachers have enough
of a challenge instilling standards of responsibility, hard work, and sacrifice
to add gambling to the addictions to be avoided.

The cruelty to animals that can occur while training for dog races would
seem too obviously unacceptable as to merit no further comment.

The importance of the military to this area is also readily apparent -
from the Naval Air Station to Homeport. Our community's culture is relevant
to decision-makers in the armed services. Dog-race wagering will not enhance
the bond that the military has with us.

Previous generations have given us a legacy of a great quality of life. It
is hard to imagine that our values and goals for the future include betting on
dog races. How many of us can be proud to be part of the generation that
brought dog-race gambling to our community?
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March Events Portend Great Promise
For City’s Future

(Published March 18, 1989)

Those who studied Latin, or the history of the Roman Empire, will be
especially sensitive to this time of year. Mid-March, or the Ides of March,
was a time during which a fortune-teller told Julius Caesar to be especially
vigilant. He wasn't, and perished. Having been very impressionable when I
first learned this bit of history, I have always been conscious of March as a
month of potential special consequence. It has often been just that; for
example, consider this month and its importance for Corpus Christi, and
then decide whether this timing is a matter of coincidence - or significance.

On March 1, Dr. Henry Kissinger visited our city and began the month
and his address by telling hundreds of supporters of Spohn Hospital's new
radiation therapy center, "It's not the critics and skeptics who change the
world. Great achievements begin as somebody's ideal. They are pursued,
developed, and brought into being."

Soon thereafter, a Corpus Christi Economic Outlook conference was
held which communicated a positive feeling for the future that anticipated
stable progress. The ideal of our region moving toward economic strength
received encouragement. The Texas Senate then took a specific step forward
to making a four-year university a reality in Corpus Christi. Homeport and
the Texas State Aquarium continue on course. This month is also important
as the period immediately preceding city elections. Those who will guide
Corpus Christi into the '90s as it prepares for a new century will be elected.

One of our most important organizations, Leadership Corpus Christi,
conducted a program for its current class entitled "Corpus Christi - The Next
Generation." It provided education and insight for another group of probable
leaders and contributors to the growth and enhancement of this community.
While problems were not minimized, opportunities and our area's "edges
and advantages" were emphasized.

Two of our greatest edges and advantages are our quality of life and the
physical beauty of this area. Many believe that the season to experience the
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best of South Texas is spring, which begins within days. Tens of thousands of
young students - in fact or at heart - have been welcoming spring and celebrating
in advance. As the beauty of spring returns to South Texas, the drawing power
and attractiveness of life in this area is exceptional. Those working to bring
new business, capital, and capable people to Corpus Christi will receive
considerable support from the weather, the ambience, and the happenings of
spring. All this begins in the month of March.

Further, this is an important time as almost 500 parents and other
volunteers on the Corpus Christi Independent School District's strategic
planning project teams work on completing their missions. The efforts
currently being made have the potential and promise to improve many aspects
of our primary and secondary school system. There are few matters of greater
importance to a community than achieving excellence in the education of its
children. Many innovations may be anticipated, including providing for
"innovative funding from public and private sources," and implementing "a
program to aggressively recruit and retain quality personnel.”

Much has happened, and still will occur almost every day in March in
many other matters of interest. On the final day of the month, Art in the
Heart, which symbolizes and reinforces the renaissance of downtown, will
begin.

In a different era and in another place, Caesar ignored the signs. We
have very favorable prospects, even though we have many challenges and
issues to address. Whether the Ides of March 1989 portend real progress and
great achievements for South Texas can only be known with certainty in the
future. To ensure the fulfillment of the destiny that is indicated, we should
complete the unfinished, achieve consensus on other goals, be vigilant in
meeting civic and community responsibilities, and remain committed to a
positive course and attitude.
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Corpus Christi, Barcelona Will Mark
Columbus Anniversary

(Published April 21, 1990)

While viewing a sculpture honoring Christopher Columbus recently in
Barcelona, Spain, two observations came to mind. One was the consciousness-
raising opportunity created by the 1992 milestone of the fifth century of
Columbus' discovery of the Americas. The other was how similar Barcelona
was to Corpus Christi, age and size differences notwithstanding.

A 500-year anniversary is of such epic significance that a celebration,
rather than a crisis, could provide the catalyst to bring forth those great
qualities that discovered and then built this country. The kind of outstanding
vision and leadership that led to America's discovery is needed in the 1990s.

An alienated public's opinion, diversions from challenging reality, and
slipping standards have replaced leadership. We are not producing the ideas
or the leaders needed to debate and define vital questions, much less resolve
them and guide our state and nation to discover and implement answers to
pressing problems.

A New World order began in 1492. With the stunning pace of events
today, we are participating in another of history's moments of fundamental
change. An opportunity exists to shape another New World order. While
much has changed in the world in the 500 years since Columbus, one fact is
as important today as it has been throughout history: one person can effect
significant change.

Those essential qualities of leadership that can solve problems, create
opportunities, and change the world remain vital - vision, courage, character,
positive principles and purpose, and commitment. Of all the events and
activities planned to celebrate Columbus' discovery, few could be as relevant
as evoking the leadership and values that achieve great accomplishments
which advance humanity. Our perspective can look forward as we look back
in history.

Barcelona and Corpus Christi share the distinction of being two of the
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cities that will be most prominent in 1992 as centers of recognizing Columbus'
great achievement. Barcelona is the city to which Columbus returned to
announce his discovery of the New World. Barcelona is one of the two cities
in Spain that will host an event international in scope as part of the
Quincentenary festivities; Barcelona will host the 1992 Olympics. Corpus
Christi has been designated the official Texas city for the Quincentenary
celebration because of its historic relationship with Spain. Corpus Christi
was discovered by another Spanish explorer, Alonzo de Pineda, and houses
shipwreck artifacts from that era of discovery in the Corpus Christi Museum
of Science and History. There is no question about the important Hispanic
influence in our city.

A seacoast city, which is a regional center, that is an integral part of its
state and nation, but has also been significantly influenced by a nearby foreign
country, describes both Barcelona and Corpus Christi; the former is near
France and the latter near Mexico. Each has a vital port and is a shipping,
industrial, and educational center surrounded by agricultural communities.
Each has a hardworking, generally optimistic, and religious population with
much civic pride and a sense of its history. Each is relatively outside of
mainstream activity and has developed unique strengths accordingly, including
an excellent quality of life. Each is occasionally subject to rugged natural
forces - Barcelona to flash flooding and Corpus Christi to hurricanes.

One other similarity is noteworthy. Barcelona and Corpus Christi are
cities which emphasize the arts. Barcelona was fortunate to have been the
home of one of the world's greatest architects/artists, Gaudi. His brilliant
and innovative works are to be found throughout the city. His gardens, ceramic
benches, buildings, parks, fantastic figures, and other secular and religious
buildings, including the famous incomplete Church of the Sagrada Familia,
enhance life and are a riveting attraction for the city. Accordingly, Barcelona
is an excellent example of a city that attracts countless visitors because of its
arts and architecture.

The Bayfront Arts and Science Park, Heritage Park, the Creative Arts
Center, the Bayfront Art Center, and other aspects of Corpus Christi life
reflect the importance placed upon the arts here. While we do not have a
dominant artist like Gaudi, we have a diversity that is growing in scope and
recognition. We need to support and encourage this dimension for our